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FAQ treebytree 

Hi, we are treebytree 

Hi, we are TreebyTree. We are on a mission to turn ‘corporate 
gifting’ into ‘gifting back’. We enable companies to restore 
degraded land and cool down the planet by helping them to 
gift trees.  
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1. Treebytree  
 

1.1 Who is treebytree 
 
Treebytree is a social enterprise that enables companies to gift trees. We provide 
100% sustainable gifts, thereby help restoring degraded land and cool down the 
planet. By empowering thousands of businesses, their employees, customers, and 
other stakeholders, we use the power of many to bring back trees. 
 
Together with our partners, we can make a difference and bring back one billion 
trees before 2050, help restore nature and build a movement for regreening. 
 
We work together with distributors in the corporate gifting industry, who we like to 
call our Regreening Partners, helping them to add trees as a 100% sustainable gift to 
their portfolio. And we offer companies the best possible experience to gift trees to 
employees, customers and stakeholders in collaboration with our regreening 
partners. 
 
 

1.2 What we do 
 
We enable your company to gift trees to employees, customers and other 
stakeholders. On our platform you can define the number of trees you want to gift 
and choose how to send them – by mail, text message, printed gift cards or QR 
codes printed on products. You can personalize the message and branding and 
provide your recipients with a unique gifting experience that goes way further than 
your average ‘here’s your tree certificate’. You can track the positive impact of your 
gifts on your dashboard, including the number of trees gifted, the estimated CO2 
sequestered, the estimated water retention, how you’ve contributed to local 
communities and much more. 
 
We are a business-to-business platform. If you’d like to give trees to family or 
friends, follow us on social media and we’ll let you know as soon as this is possible! 
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1.3 How does it work 
 

First, create an account, so you can start gifting trees.  

You can add a personal message to the gift card, choose your own design for gift 
cards and customize your gifting experience according to your brand. Now send the 
trees to your employees, customers and stakeholders in a way that suits you best: by 
email, text message, printed gift card or QR code. 

Recipients will be treated to an immersive experience, where they unwrap their gift, 
find the exact geolocation, and access cool metrics such as CO2 captured, tree 
species and much more. And through their personal page and updates, recipients 
stay connected to the gifted tree. 

 

1.4 Why trees?  
 
Recipients of corporate gifts are getting ever more critical and surveys even show 
that 58% of all corporate gifts is not used by the recipients. Then why stick to the 
current model? We have made gifting trees into an extraordinary digital experience. 
Now you can turn corporate gifting into gifting back and take concrete action 
against climate change.  
 
Trees are the absolute champions of this fight. They absorb CO2, retain water and 
support local communities. And people love them! 
 
By giving a tree you: 
• offer your stakeholders a great brand experience 
• create a long-term connection between your company, recipient and tree 
• connect corporate gifting to your sustainability strategy  
• follow worldwide momentum: now is the time for sustainable and meaningful 

gifts. 
 

1.5 How does treebytree define 
sustainability? 

 
Sustainability is a big word. For us, it’s about acting with the intention to create a 
better, livable future. Sustainability means to move towards creating a future-proof 
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world. It’s not only about CO2 emissions, use of materials and circularity, ocean 
acidity or biodiversity. It’s also about social factors, creating a system in which 
people and nature both can thrive. Because in the end, we’re all part of the same 
living system. You might say this is a daunting challenge, but at treebytree we don’t 
lose ourselves in this huge quest. We can’t solve all the biggest issues by oneself. 
It's about the intention to create a better future from the approach of what you can 
influence. Everybody can be part of the solution, but nobody possesses the whole 
solution by themselves.  
 
Our purpose is to facilitate the corporate gifting of trees so we can provide 
meaningful gifts, restore degraded land, fight global warming and cool down the 
planet. Tree by tree. That’s our way of taking our role in this huge quest. You might 
think: one tree, how does that make a difference? Well, don’t forget, you’re not the 
only one who got one J. We believe in the power of many. 
 

1.6 Social enterprise  
 
Treebytree is a social enterprise which means we are for profit, but also for purpose. 
Our purpose is to facilitate the corporate gifting of trees so we can restore 
degraded land, fight global warming and cool down the planet. We have the 
ambition to become a B-corp as soon as possible and have already integrated all 
necessary definitions into our company by-laws.  
 

1.7 How is the funding used  
 
When a tree is gifted, legal ownership does not change. The farmer, person that has 
planted the tree or the owner of the land will remain owner of the tree for its whole 
lifetime. The funding is used to train and motivate the farmers to maintain the trees 
and to inspire more farmers to recover their trees. It’s the start of a long initiative to 
make people aware of the positive impacts and benefits of trees which has already 
led to the restoration of many trees.  
 
All gifted trees are trees that are brought back to life in the heart of Africa, where re-
greening is needed the most. The projects that the gifted trees are part of, are 
developed and monitored for the next 20 years, by our partner Justdiggit together 
with hundreds of local communities and thousands of farmers. Of course, we’re 
talking nature here, so we can’t promise 100% of the trees will survive for the full 20 
years. In general, for the technique of Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (or 
FMNR, the technique that is used by Justdiggit), we see a survival rate of 80%.  
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2. Partners  
 

2.1 Who are our partners?  
 
Justdiggit 
All the trees we offer through our platform are brought back by Dutch NGO 
Justdiggit. They were founded in 2009 by Peter Westerveld and Dennis Karpes. 
Their goal is to restore and regreen degraded landscapes, increase biodiversity, and 
have a positive impact on the climate.  
 
We work with Justdiggit because we believe they are the best regreening 
organization working in the place where it is needed most, with scientifically backed 
programs, a long track record and support from local communities. Started in 2009 
they have helped restore more than 300,000 hectares of land, brought back over 10 
million trees, and built a grassroots movement that keeps growing every day.  
 
Justdiggit applies multiple techniques to bring back vegetation within degraded 
areas. In Tanzania farmers use a technique called Farmer Managed Natural 
Regeneration (FMNR), also known as Kisiki Hai in Swahili. It helps the farmers to 
regrow felled trees. Justdiggit made two educative documentaries so you can learn 
how this exactly works:	Kiski Hai I	&	Kisiki Hai II.  
 
Visit www.justdiggit.org for more information.  
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3. Impact  
 

3.1 Why is ecosystem restoration and 
bringing back trees necessary? 

 
Climate change together with overuse of farmlands, the disappearance of forests 
and overgrazing cause the soil to dry out. All over the world, communities are 
dealing with the devastating consequences of desertification and degradation of 
the land, especially in areas like the Sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
A key solution to these problems is regreening. Recent studies show that nature-
based solutions can contribute up to 37% of the carbon emission intake required to 
keep global warming below 2 degrees Celsius. Vegetation absorbs carbon, 
decreasing the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere and subsequently reducing the 
effect of global warming.  Healthy forests also lead to cooler soil, thanks to water 
retention, root systems and shade. Over time, regreening can make the land 
available again for sustainable agriculture and the use of water supplies. 
 

3.2 Why Africa?  
 
Our partner, Justdiggit, focuses its operations on Africa, specifically Tanzania. There 
are four main reasons for this: there’s necessity, the possibility for large scale 
regreening, the potential positive impact is huge and the knowledge of specific 
regreening techniques of Justdiggit fits the complex local circumstances.  
 
65% of the land in Africa is affected by degradation and the urgency for regreening 
in Africa is high. In Justdiggit project areas there is the opportunity to increase the 
number of trees on large areas of degraded (farm)land and change it into healthy 
ecosystems. Besides the environmental impact, Justdiggit projects have a proven 
positive influence on local people, communities and wildlife. The variety of 
ecosystems in the project areas is huge, and that’s why Justdiggit is the organization 
in the right time, in the right place with the right tools.  
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3.3 What’s our impact?  
 
Regreening degraded land has a positive impact on the environment, as it helps to 
cool down the soil, helps water to infiltrate into the soil, sequesters carbon and 
increases the presence of organic matter and nutrients in the soil, promoting the 
growth of vegetation.  
 
And do not forget the broader impact of these gifts: your gifts will not only help 
sequester carbon, they also prevent the production and logistics of physical gifts. 
They contribute to biodiversity and social development, fight climate change and 
can trigger recipients to step up and spread our movement of sustainable solutions.  
 
CO2 sequestering 
Trees capture carbon, and emit clean, pure oxygen; they are the lungs of the earth. 
And by gifting trees, you contribute directly to this effect of CO2 capturing. Our 
partner Justdiggit estimates the CO2 sequestered based on a growth model for 
average FMNR trees. In short, the estimated total CO2 sequestered over a 20 year 
period of an average FMNR tree is 240kg. The estimated survival rate of the FMNR 
trees is 80%. The assumption is made that the sequestering is more or less linear for 
the 20 year period and that the average FMNR tree - when brought back - is 1 year 
old. This enables us to estimate the CO2 sequestering over lifetime and to date of all 
FMNR trees. This method provides an accurate estimation of carbon sequestration 
when used for high number of trees.  
 
Water retention 
Global warming has several (severe) consequences. Especially in vulnerable areas, 
such as Sub-Saharan Africa, the consequences of climate change are felt on a daily 
basis. Extreme heat causes drought, leading to crops failure. When rain does arrive, 
it is often very intense, leaving no time for the water to infiltrate into the ground. It 
floods to lower areas, washing away the fertile top layer of the soil, a process called 
erosion. It leads to degradation of the land, making it hard to grow crops, causing a 
decline of vegetation and maintaining the land to be dry. Ultimately it can lead to 
poverty and famine in these areas.  
 
Trees have been shown to reduce topsoil erosion by catching precipitation with their 
leaf canopies. This slows down the water runoff which in turn ensures that water is 
able to be percolate into the soil and replenish groundwater supplies.  
 
To estimate water retention by FMNR trees, Justdiggit uses calculations and data 
from field and scientific research, in combination with local real time data. The 
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annual cumulative water retention is estimated based on science based averages 
for the specific region. Even though water retention is somewhat lower in the first 
years after the trees have been brought back and higher in the later years, the 
average can be set at 1371 liters/tree/year. This number is based on a growth model 
for average FMNR trees. The numbers are estimated based on the age of the tree, 
average run-off and rainfall numbers. From this average, we are able to estimate the 
water retention of the FMNR tree to date, and over its 20 year lifetime.  
 
People positively impacted 
Bringing back vegetation has a positive effect on local communities and their 
livelihoods. The projects lead to healthy pasture lands and increased crop yields, 
leading to increased income for the communities. Justdiggit does not pay the 
farmers for recovering or maintaining the trees but teaches the farmers a simple and 
low-cost method of recovering the trees, explains why recovering the trees is 
important and inspires them to take action. Farmers benefit from the positive 
effects of recovering the trees on their farms, including healthier soils, better yield 
and less vulnerability to drought. This contributes to better food security and better 
income.   
 
Promoting and implementing FMNR starts with the training of champion farmers and 
is ultimately done by the farmers on their land. Each farmer has an average of 60 
trees. The average household size in the project regions is 5.6 persons. This means 
that for every 60 trees that are brought back, an average of 5 people are positively 
impacted (the number is rounded down). 
 
Biodiversity 
Even though we do not measure the exact effect on this metric, it’s worth 
mentioning that regreening projects also have a positive impact on the local 
biodiversity. By bringing back vegetation and restoring ecosystems, we improve the 
living environment for many different animal and plant species. With more water and 
food availability, we see an increase in biodiversity among plants, insects, birds and 
wildlife in the areas that have been regreened. 
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United Nations Sustainable Development goals 
Through our efforts, we support the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Please see the overview below of the SDGs we impact.  
 

SDG 2 
Bringing back trees impacts this SDG in two ways: by providing fruits, 
nuts and food for animals, and by increasing crop yield. The increase 
in crop yield and/or income promotes sustainable agriculture and has 
a positive effect on food security.  

 
SDG 8 
Ecosystem restoration is carried out in collaboration with local 
partners and farmers that support the projects for more than twenty 
years. The restoration itself increases soil quality and has a positive 
impact on crop yields.  

 
 

SDG 13 
By bringing back trees, treebytree in collaboration with JustDiggit 
ensures CO2 is sequestered. Furthermore, ecosystem restoration 
through FMNR has a positive impact on water retention, biodiversity 
and local microclimates (cooling it down, increasing precipitation  

    and reducing heat stress of crops). 
 

 
SDG 15 
Bringing back trees combats desertification, reverses land 
degradation and has a positive effect on biodiversity. 
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4. Carbon credits or offsets 
 
We can provide you with a science based estimate on the amount of carbon that is 
sequestered by the tree that you have gifted. You can also claim the fact that 
through your gifts, you have helped to sequester carbon.  
 
However, while the Justdiggit projects have important benefits in terms of capturing 
and storing atmospheric carbon, we do not currently pursue official verification for 
certified carbon credits.  
 
We understand there is high demand for quality carbon projects, and we do believe 
we are able to deliver a standard that in the future would be suitable for generating 
certified carbon credits.  
 
For the short term, we decide to remain focused on our primary mission together 
with Justdiggit: regreening millions hectares of degraded land, positively benefitting 
nature, biodiversity, humans and the climate.  

 


